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SUBJECT : FIRST LOCAL NEWS STORY ON MIDDLE EAST 
FORCE DEPARTURE 

OCTOBER 12 EDITION WEEKLY GULF MIRROR OUT WITH FOLLOWING STORY: 
HEADLINE: QTE U.S. NAVY TO QUIT BY 1977 UNQTE 
TEXT OF ARTICLE: 

QTE AMERICAN NAVAL UNITS MAKING USE OF THE RENTED FACILITY AT 
BAHRAIN’S MINA SULMAN ARE EXPECTED TO LEAVE THE ISLAND IN 
MID- 1977. 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS AT STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFINGS 
IN WASHINGTON EARLIER THIS WEEK, THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT 
HAS ISSUED AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT SAYING THAT IT IS WITHIN THE 
TERMS OF THE 1971 AGREEMENT THAT EITHER GOVERNMENT MAY 
TERMINATE IT. 
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THE STATEMENT CONTINUED: " THE BAHRAIN GOVERNMENT HAS TOLD 
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US IT WOULD LIKE TO PHASE OUT THE U.S. NAVY’S MIDDLE EAST FORCE 
DURING 1977. WE ARE IN CONSULTATION WITH THE BAHRAIN GOVERN- 
MENT ON THIS , IN THE SPIRIT OF CLOSE, FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
EXISTING BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES OVER MANY YEARS". 

THE 1971 AGREEMENT, WHICH IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT, HAS A 
ONE YEAR NOTICE CLAUSE, SO DISCUSSIONS ARE TAKING PLACE IN 
PLENTY OF TIME FOR FINAL DECISIONS TO BE IMPLEMENTED. 

MEANWHILE, NEW RENTAL TERMS FOR THE FACILITY HAVE STILL 
NOT BEEN FINALISED. 

A STATE DEPARTMENT SOURCE TOLD THE GULF MIRROR THAT 
RENTAL HAD INITIALLY BEEN AROUND $600,000 PER YEAR. 

THE U.S. NAVY HAD HOWEVER AGREED WITH THE BAHRAIN 
GOVERNMENT EARLIER THIS YEAR THAT IT WOULD ASK CONGRESS TO 
APPROVE AN INCREASE IN RENTAL TO $4 MILLION A YEAR, BACK- 
DATED TO JULY 1974. CONGRESS HAS NOT YET MADE ANY DECISION. 

UNQTE. 

TWINAM 
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